For immediate release

Wichita Teacher Wins Prize for Wilbur Middle School

by Encouraging Students’ Love of Science

Kids’ Science Challenge, sponsored by the National Science Foundation

Awards $3500 Naturalyards School Garden Kit to Wilbur Middle School for outstanding participation in the program

(Kingston, NY – January xx, 2012) -- Dave Clark, a 6th grade teacher at Wilbur Middle School, encouraged his students to enter the 4th annual Kids’ Science Challenge, the premiere elementary school science competition in the U.S.  Created by Jim Metzner, the award-winning radio producer of Pulse of the Planet, and funded by a grant from The National Science Foundation. 

The Kids’ Science Challenge (KSC) is a free, nationwide science competition for students in grades 3 through 6.  Each year the KSC selects 3 science topics and a group of expert scientists and engineers.  Students are asked to propose an original idea or experiment that relates to one of these topics. The winning student in each category will then have the opportunity to meet and work with the respective scientist, in addition to winning great prizes.

This year, the program also ran contests for teachers, to recognize the ones whose students submitted the most entries.  Mr. Clark is the first winner of this competition, having contributed to 116 student entries. Two additional teachers will win a prize from Naturalyards at a later date. "In a test driven world it is refreshing to have our students participate in lessons that utilize their creative spirit.  This award will only add to the experience student's receive by being in Mr. Clark's classroom," stated Mark Jolliffe, Principal, Wilbur Middle School.
School will receive a $3,500 gift certificate to use towards a Naturalyards school garden kit. From planning to planting, Naturalyards will assist the winning schools in building the school gardens of their dreams. One exciting aspect of the Naturalyards gardens is that even younger students can help with the assembly.
"As an urban district many of our students have never been able to experience getting their hands dirty in a garden.  The learning opportunity this award will offer our students can only help our students have a better understanding of life and science," Mr. Jolliffe added.  

“Everyone wins when it comes to the Kids’ Science Challenge,” explained Jim Metzner.  “First of all, every child who enters receives a free science kit.  However, what’s more important than that is that kids are encouraged to think creatively about science and the world around them and to think ‘out of the box’ about ways to solve real world problems through science and engineering.  Teachers love the program because it offers hands-on learning opportunities in areas of science that kids are interested in.  In addition, on our website, www.kidsciencechallenge.com, we offer lesson plans, activity suggestions, ideas on how to create a school science fair, and more, to aid teachers in bringing science into their classrooms.”

Students can still enter the competition for this year’s Kids’ Science Challenge until February 29, 2012.  This year’s topics include:

Zero Waste

Can you invent a package that never ends up in a landfill?

Animal Smarts
Can you design a toy, game or experiment that enhances the life of a pet or zoo animal and demonstrates its particular intelligence?

Meals on Mars
Can you come up with a new way to preserve, cook, deliver or sustainably produce food in flight or on Mars
Students can get more information, see the official contest rules, download entry forms, or register online at www.kidsciencechallenge.com.  Qualified entrants will receive a free science kit and have the opportunity to win great prizes for themselves.

“We are thrilled to have teachers like Dave Clark support the Kids’ Science Challenge,” added Mr. Metzner.  “His passion for science is obviously contagious!”
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