
Kids’ Science Challenge 
Meet Our Scientists! 

 
 
Paul Schmitt, Director, CreateASkate, and Michael Bream, CEO, Gravity Skateboards: 

Skateboard Science 
 
As an original equipment manufacturer, Paul Schmitt builds 
skateboards for all the top companies. Paul loves to explain the 
energy transfers that make popular boarding tricks possible. His 
non-profit CreateAskate program 
enables kids to build their own 
boards and to learn about the 
underlying science in the process. 
 

Michael Bream is on the other side of the business. He sources the 
best components from manufacturers like Paul Schmitt and creates 
high-performance boards for his company, Gravity Skateboards. He 
relishes the ability to make a living from something he loves to do and 
strives to incorporate eco-friendly products into his boards (his was the 
first company to use recycled wood fiber to build the decks). 
 
 

Adina Paytan, Assistant Research Scientist, Institute of 
Marine Sciences, University of California, Santa Cruz: 
Water Ecology 
 
Dr. Paytan immerses herself in the study of water. How does 
it move through a worldwide network of oceans, rivers, and 
underground waterways? How will this knowledge help us to 
make smarter choices and to protect the quality of this 
valuable resource? She is driven by the curiosity to 

understand how the earth works as a system, how we can maintain it in the most pristine condition 
possible, how we influence this system, and how we can live in a more sustainable way. She is 
currently working on a project with middle-school girls to study the levels of fecal pollutants on 
Southern California beaches. 
 
 



SETI Scientist Team: The Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence 
 
Doug Vakoch considers ways to communicate with other 
intelligent life. 
 
Jill Tarter heads SETI; her work was dramatized in “Contact,” 
with Jodi Foster. 
 
Nathalie Cabrol studies extreme environments on this planet and the lifeforms that tolerate those 
places. 
 
Seth Shostak works at the SETI array of radio telescopes listening for possible messages from ET, 

and produces a one-hour podcast for SETI. 
 
The mission of the SETI Institute is to explore, understand 
and explain the origin, nature and prevalence of life in the 
universe. “We believe we are conducting the most profound 
search in human history — to know our beginnings and our 
place among the stars.” 

 
 
 
Joan Harvey, Manager Candy and Flavor development 
at Cadbury Adams 
 
Joan Harvey blends essential oils and compounds to come 
up with new flavors for Cadbury’s line of confections, like 
chewing gum and Swedish fish. She is one of about 500 
flavor chemists worldwide and gets great satisfaction from 
seeing a product she developed on the supermarket 
shelves. Joan enjoys explaining to kids how aromas inform 
flavors and how different proportions of the same aroma 
chemicals can produce many unique flavors. 
 
 


