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Awards and Grants
Jim Metzner's thirty year career as a radio producer has garnered him numerous broadcasting honors, including the Grand Award (1995) and four gold medals at the International Radio Festival of New York('83, '89, '90, '95),  the Corporation for Public Broadcasting Award for Excellence in Arts and Humanities (1986), two Gabriel Awards ('80, '91)  the National Society of Professional Engineers Electronic Media Award, First Place(1986), the National Psychology Award for Excellence in Media, First Prize (1986), the First Prize Media Award from the American Institute of Biological Sciences (2001), a Silver Medal from the United Nations Department of Public Information (1998), and a Silver Reel Award from the National Federation of Community Broadcasters (1999). Jim has received five major grants from the National Science Foundation from 2000 – present, and from the National Endowment for the Humanities in 1998. In 2006, he received a major grant from NASA. In the summer of 2006, Jim was awarded a fellowship at the Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole, Mass.  In 2008, the Pulse of the Planet website was honored by the Webbies and the Interactive Media Awards.
Broadcasting
Jim is best known as the producer of Pulse of the Planet, (1989 - present), a daily short format series sponsored by the American Museum of Natural History in 1998-99, and the DuPont Company (1989-97, 2000 - 02).  In 1998, Pulse of the Planet was awarded major grants from both the National Science Foundation and the National Endowment for the Humanities. The series focuses on seasonal events in the realms of nature and traditional culture.  Like all of Jim's work, Pulse of the Planet features distinctive on-location ambient sounds to illustrate its subjects. Pulse is heard each day by one million people on 300 public and commercial stations in the US, and around the world over Armed Forces Radio and the Voice of America. Pulse of the Planet is on the World Wide Web at pulseplanet.com.  In 2000  and 2004 , Jim received additional grants from the NSF to develop a Spanish language version of Pulse - El Pulso del Planeta,  and to  create new programming focusing on Earth System science.  In 2005, Jim Metzner Productions received a fourth major grant from the NSF for Pulse of the Planet, to produce a series of science diaries – providing an insider’s look at the process of science.  In 2006, NASA awarded Jim a grant to produce Pulse of the Planet programs on aerospace research. 

In the Spring of 2005, Public Radio International (PRI) distributed "Passover Dreams: the Seder at the End of the Universe," an hour long  audio drama written and produced by Jim Metzner,  commissioned by the National Foundation of Jewish American Culture and featuring Theodore Bikel and academy award nominee Melissa Leo.

Jim began his career in broadcasting in the mid-seventies, producing a feature for Voices in the Wind, the predecessor to All Things Considered at NPR.   He then went on to produce his first series, You're Hearing Boston for CBS-owned WEEI-FM (1979-80), followed by You're Hearing San Francisco for NBC-owned KYUU (1982).   Jim's first nationally syndicated radio series was You're Hearing America (1983-84), a daily sound portrait of American characters, celebrations and little known institutions - an audio journey along the blue highways, sponsored by Maxell Tape.  His next series was the award-winning Sounds of Science (1985 -88), sponsored by the DuPont Company, followed by Pulse of the Planet (1989-present).

In 2002, Jim produced Voices of Innovation, a short format radio series on the work of engineers, underwritten by the American Association of Engineering Societies and NASA.
Much of Jim's work has been heard overseas, with FM Tokyo, Japan's largest commercial broadcaster, airing Japanese versions of all of his series, and Westdeutscher Rundfunk in Köln, Germany, broadcasting the German version of Pulse of the Planet.  
Jim has produced dozens of features for public radio, including programs for National Public Radio's Morning Edition, All Things Considered, and Public Radio International's Marketplace, The World and The Savvy Traveler.  From 1995 – 2005, he appeared regularly on NPR as Weekend Edition Saturday's ambassador to the natural world".  To hear audio examples, please visit npr.org and search "Jim Metzner".  Jim has also produced radio programming for the Asia Society and the American Museum of Natural History. 
Writing and Multimedia
From 1975-80, Jim published the award winning Sound Image: A Portfolio of Photography and Sound, featuring his own recordings and the photographs of Andre Kertesz, Lotte Jacobi, Jay Maisel and others.  In 1994, The Nature Company published Pulse of the Planet, a CD/book written and recorded by Jim, which combines sound, text and photographs.  The Cd/book package sold out its run of 15,000 copies.   Also in '94, Jim edited "The Theater of the Mind," a monthly feature for the Nautilus CD-ROM magazine presenting the work of independent radio producers.  He also has contributed articles and reviews for the New York Times, Parabola, Wired and World Art.  In 2000, Jim began producing a "Pulse of the Planet" feature for National Geographic Online, with audio, text, photographs and videos. From 2004 – 2007, NationalGeographic.com’s News Page ran features on selected Pulse of the Planet stories.

With funding from the National Science Foundation, Jim began work in 2007 on the Kid’s Science Challenge, a free nationwide competition for third to sixth graders.  Kids learn about different science fields on kidsciencechallenge.com, submit their ideas, and if their idea is chosen they visit and collaborate with a scientist to see the idea come alive. The KSC received a Parent’s Choice Award in 2009 and a 2010 Editor’s Choice Blue Ribbon from Make magazine.

Presentations, Consulting and Teaching
Jim has consulted for the Disney Institute on sound and listening, and was also a consultant on media and the environment to the American Embassy in Japan. Also in Japan, he has spoken on "Radio in the US" at Keidanren (Japanese Federation of Economic Organizations) in Tokyo, as well as at JETRO (Japanese External Trade Organization) in New York.   He's presented workshops in radio art at Bayerischer Rundfunk's "Radio Days" in Nürnberg, Germany, Westdeutscher Rundfunk (WDR) in Köln,  Landesanstalt Für Rundfunk (LFR) in Düsseldorf, and at the Schule fuer Rundfunktechnik (SRT) - also in Nürnberg. 
Jim has conducted radio and sound recording seminars for NYU,  New York's New School, Columbia University, and Western Michigan University, taught at Western Public Radio's Producer's Workshop, and delivered a paper at the Acoustical Society of America's national convention.  In 1993, he chaired panels at the annual Public Radio Convention and "The Tuning of the World," in Banff, Canada, the first international conference on acoustic ecology.  Also in '93, Jim was a featured speaker at the Nature Sound Society's Field Recording Workshop in the Sierra Nevada. In 1998 -2000, his lecture "The Magic of Sound," was given at Fordham University, the American Museum of Natural History, Mohonk Mountain House and Vassar College. Jim served as a judge for WBEZ's Third Coast Audio Festival, in 2002.  In the summers  of 2003 -04, he was one of the workshop leaders at the National Audio Theater Festival (NATF) in West Plains, MO.  In 2003 - 04 Jim taught courses in sound recording,  listening and radio drama at Vassar College.
Other Projects
Other projects include:  producing audio books for Parabola Magazine and Simon & Schuster; producing and narrating the sound of Pfizer's permanent multimedia display at their corporate offices in New York City;  producing the sound for the "Hearin' Now" tunnel in the Body Playground at The Children's Museum in Holyoke, MA; writing a series of features on science in action in physics and chemistry textbooks for Holt, Rinehart and Winston; producing media content for Microsoft.  In 2001, one of Jim's recordings from Brazil was included in the audio portion of World Treasures of the Library of Congress: Beginnings.

Media Coverage
Stories on Jim's work have appeared in: Audio Magazine (cover story), New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Boston Globe, National Geographic, The Today Show,  CBS Evening News, Christian Science Monitor, New York Magazine, Rolling Stone, Village Voice,  Time Out, and Audiophile Voice.
Education
A graduate of Yale Drama School ('69)  and the University of Massachusetts in Amherst ('75, BA), Jim Metzner resides in Ulster County, NY.                                            
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